
IONA-HOPE EPISCOPAL CHURCH—SUNDAY, JANUARY 31st, 2021 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING—The Rev. Ray Buchanan 

 
Invocation – Father Ray Buchanan – Prayer for Church Meeting  
 
Appointment of a Secretary – Canons provide for Clerk of the Vestry to be the Secretary for the 
meeting and to take meeting minutes. Paula Paquette is appointed and will take minutes. 
Meeting minutes are presented to the Vestry in February for review, amendment, approval. 
 
Establishment of Quorum – 28 units on Zoom, multiple people probably at some units. We are 
who and how many we are, so we will establish it to be a quorum and we will move forward 
suchly with the annual meeting of the parish.  
 
Explanation of Voting – There are two places where voting is needed. Vestry and Convention 
delegates. A slate of candidates for Convention is not being presented at this time. This will 
come from the Vestry at a later time. If anyone would like to be a delegate for Convention, 
please let Senior Warden Joe Mulino or Father Ray Buchanan know. Andi Jerger, Debbie Prather 
and Robin Mills are rotating off of Vestry at this time, following their three year term. Margo 
Farrara resigned one year early. Andi Jerger is assuming that remaining one year of her term so 
she continues to serve on Vestry. Thanks and gratitude expressed to Robin Mills for his services. 
Debbie Prather remains as Treasurer, so she will still be around very much. Thank you for her 
continuing service. Canons state there shall be no less than six and no more than 12 Vestry 
members. We have typically had nine. It has been very difficult to identify new Vestry 
members, so the discussion has occurred to perhaps have the Vestry be a six-person Vestry 
with two persons in each class of three year terms. Kathy Hart has agreed to stand for election 
to the Vestry. Another person is interested, but cannot serve at this time. The bylaws provide 
that when there are open positions, the Vestry shall appoint. With Kathy’s election, there 
would then be seven members and this should be fine for now. Floor opened for discussion, if 
any. 
 
Presentations of all Nominees –  
(a) Vestry – Robert Earl made a motion, seconded by Joe Mulino, that Kathy Hart would be 
elected to the Vestry by acclimation. All in favor. Welcome to Kathy. Thank you again to those 
who have served and currently serve. 
(b) Convention Delegates – See above. Tellers will not be needed at this time, so we will move 
on with the agenda with the Treasurer’s reports.  
 
Report of the Treasurer (2021) – We finished this year in the black. We received $34,000 by way 
of a PPP loan. It was used for employee salaries. The loan has been forgiven. Congregational 
Life line in the budget was down $30,000 because we did not do activities due to being closed 
because of the pandemic. Both pledge contributions and non-pledge contributions were down. 
The difference between those two, of course, is the one completes a pledge and the other 



donates by check without having done a pledge card. Both of those, plus plate revenue, was 
down.  
 
Report of the Treasurer (2021 Budget) – We have adopted the same spending plan as we had 
for 2020. What this implies is that none of the staff will have raises in 2021. Salaries will remain 
the same. Our Treasurer believes that by maintaining the same budget, we will be well 
financially. $367,000 is the pledge goal, same as 2020. It may be a reach, but we will work hard 
to attain it. With vaccines coming out and the end of the pandemic nearing, we are seeing 
positive signs. We have done amazing things even while we have been limited due to the 
pandemic. We have continued our ministries greatly this year. We will be applying for another 
PPP to get us through the months of January-February-March and this will help greatly. We 
have continued with many ministries including Gladiolus Food Pantry, animal ministries, 
donations of clothing and items to Haiti, and many others. Many thanks offered to Treasurer 
Debbie Prather for the tremendous work she does. Thank you so much!!! 
 
Stewardship Report – See above comments on Stewardship. 
 
Senior Warden Report – Senior Warden Joe Mulino provided a printed report. Before the virus 
hit, we had a successful Mardi Gras. $5,500 was donated to Hope Kids Care from that effort. 
We will do something again in 2022. Animal Ministry was able to donate $3,315 to families who 
needed help for their pets. A total of 4,870 pounds of food was gathered for Gladiolus Food 
Pantry. $8,350 in cash was also given to the Food Pantry to help families in need. Even through 
our own challenges, we dug deep and helped others. Construction was also completed on the 
labyrinth, the patio, The Gathering Place. 23 niches were sold and there were two internments. 
Old thrift store. New thrift store. We were released from the old lease with no penalty or cost. 
Much thanks to Joe Mulino for getting this done. Joe, Father Ray, and manager Eileen Carrara 
identified a new location for the shop. Paddlecreek, Gladiolus, corner of Winkler, was selected 
as the new location for the thrift shop. Much work was done to get into a new location! The 
owners of the location agreed to make the necessary renovations to get a thrift shop in there. 
Final inspection should happen this week and then, we should have a certificate of occupancy. 
 
Junior Warden Report – Junior Warden Patty Ingram reported that there are lots of small and 
big projects that have been done throughout the year. Patty thanked a number of volunteers 
who have done various projects to keep our facilities well. Patty asked for anyone who sees 
anything that needs to get done to let her know. Thanks to Patty for everything she has done.  
 
Associate Priest – Mother Suzy Post has submitted a written report. She greets everyone and 
thanks the staff, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Vestry for all they do. Thank you to Mother 
Suzy for all she does for all of us.  
 
Parish Nurse – Parish Nurse Julie Vergin has been a tremendous asset to all of us, especially 
during this time of Covid19. Julie has reinstituted the casserole ministry at Iona-Hope to be 
helpful to people who are having a hard time. Eventually, we will have a freezer at the thrift 
shop. Julie is visiting with people who are having emerging health matters. Her ministry has 



continued, working around the virus. She is a wealth of knowledge and she is so much 
appreciated. After Covid becomes resolved, we can return to in-person pastoral care. Several 
people commented that Julie was with them to be helpful in crisis times. It has helped so much, 
so appreciated.  
 
Father John Gamble was the coordinator of construction for us. He helped in immeasurable 
ways to accomplish the construction of the labyrinth and columbarium. He is so very much 
appreciated for all he has done!  
 
THANK YOU to FATHER RAY for all he has done. We could not have gotten to where we are 
without his loving, kind, spiritual direction. Thanks also to his wife, Nancy, for all she does.  
 
THANK YOU to MOTHER SUZY for all she has done. From all of us.  
 
Thank you to Ken and Donna Owens for their help in making our facilities so beautiful and well 
cared for. They always accommodate the needs of Iona-Hope and we appreciate them so much.  
 
Dismissal – Father Ray Buchanan thanked everyone for being a part of God’s work here in this 
place. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paula Paquette, Clerk of the Vestry 


